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that, if the Spaniards could not find any water, thry would
quit them and their country. But this trick was of no use
to them: for a Spaniard, conversing with a woman of tho
island, learned from her all the secret of tho tree. "Where-
upon he revealed it to the captain, who laughed, thinking it
a mere fahle. Yet after seeing it and ascertaining the fart,
they remained astounded at so great a miracle. Xor did tho
woman's sin go unpunished; for the principal people of fho
island, perceiving that she must have been the channel of
communication relative to the tree, soon after privately occa-
sioned her death.

These Canarians were generally idolaters. They clot hod
themselves with goat-skins, of which they had an abundance.
Their habitations were mostly more caves dug into tho base
of hills or mountains. They used to break up the ground
with goats* horns, and having no other animals, they made
use of goats instead of oxen to plough the land j but, indeed,
those animals are much larger than our breed. Their grain
was millet, which they ground between two stones and mado
into bread, by them called gofa. They obtained wine from
the palm, as the Ethiopians do. Their complexion is that of
the Cingam,1 The climate of those islands is rather hot than
cold; although in Teneriffe there is a mountain called tho
Pico de Teide, which is covered with snow nearly all tho
year: and this is the first land-mark that merchants see on
going to those islands.

1 Benzoni being a latitudiiiarian in orthography, probably meant
zingari, or gipsies.   (Trans.)
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